COMMUNITY EVENT

EAT. BID. LAUGH!

A NIGHT OF COMMUNITY, COMEDY, AND COMPASSION

' SID JACOBSON

BY ALLISON CAGGIA

Each year, Eat.Bid.Laugh! brings
the Roslyn community together
for a heartfelt evening of fine
cuisine, laughter, and generosity
in support of Sid Jacobson

JCC (SJJCC). What started as

a small gathering has grown
into a beloved tradition, helping
to fund vital programs that
change lives.

Three of the event's co-chairs—
Nicole Buslik, Tracy Levy, and
Brooke Rosenman—bring

over 50 years of collective
experience in organizing this
fundraiser and are committed
to carrying on its legacy. Eat.Bid. |
Laugh! has evolved from a small
fundraiser in a gymnasium into

a premier annual celebration at The Garden City Hotel, drawing
over 500 attendees annually. Tracy, the longest-serving chair,
fondly recalls the excitement of raising $25,000 in its early days.

Today, the signature event has grown into a major community
gathering—generating over $1 million annually—featuring tastings
from local restaurants, a silent auction, and, this year, a special
performance by Emmy and Tony Award-winning comedian

Alex Edelman. Known for his award-winning show Just for Us,
Edelman’s sharp wit and insightful humor, combined with his
knack for storytelling, promises to make his act a highlight of the
evening. At its core, Eat.Bid.Laugh! shares SJJCC’s mission. “The
most important moment is when we bring everyone into the
ballroom to hear stories highlighting the real impact of SJJCC,”
says Tracy. Funds raised support SJJCC's transformational

programming through the
Annette & Sheldon A. Sinett
Basics Fund, including Camp
Kehillg, Sid Jacobson JCC's
inclusive summer camp that
provides social engagement,
with scholarship opportunities,
for neurodivergent children,
teens, and young adults,
ages 5-21. “Forty-five percent
of Kehilla’'s children receive
full scholarships, 30% receive
partial assistance. This night
makes that possible,” Nicole
explains. “Sid Jacobson JCC is
more than a place—it's a lifeline
for the entire community,”
says Brooke. “No one ever
wants to need help, but at
some point, everyone does. And no matter your background or
circumstances, SJJCC is there for you.”

Tracy echoes this sentiment, emphasizing the welcoming energy
that greets you the moment you walk through the doors. “No
matter what's happening in your life—good or bad—you always
have a place to turn.” Funds raised at Eat.Bid.Laugh! enables
SJJCC to continue providing essential social services, supporting
those facing cancer, dementia, food insecurity, grief, and other life
hardships, while fostering a community where everyone belongs.

Since this March issue celebrates Women's History Month, it

was the perfect time to highlight the incredible leadership of
the women behind Eat.Bid.Laugh!, taking place on May 8. Their
dedication showcases the power of female-driven philanthropy.
Tickets are on sale now at www.sjjcc.org/eatbidlaugh2025

MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION
OF NASSAU COUNTY

Mental Health Association of Nassau Coun

In the past few years, the need for mental health services has increased tremendously.
We exist to serve as the path to mental wellness and recovery through advocacy,
education, program development, and the delivery of direct services.

Your donation makes a huge impact. JUST $5/MONTH can make Long Island mentally
healthier & happier. Kindly visit our website to learn more about our work. Please feel
free to use the QR Code to make a tax-deductible contribution.

Contact us today to learn more about our programs, events, mental health first aid, what your donations
go towards, and becoming a/LONG ISLAND PHILANTHROPIST & MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCATE.

16 Main Street, Hempstead, NY 11550 ¢ 516-489-2322
@ © @MHANassau + www.mhanc.org * pgupta@mhanc.org

“OUR HELP KNOWS NO SEASON”... YOUR HELP HAS EVERY REASON

MHANC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit membership organization.

Since 1953
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